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Florida Association of Colleges for teacher Education

Business Meeting

Friday, September 29, 2006

Members were highly encouraged to participate in one of the two standing committees: Professional Development and Educational Policy and Research.  The committees met from 9:00 am-10:00 am.

FACTE’s Business Meeting 

The Business meeting was called to Order at 10:10 by President Scott Hewit. A roll call of the institutions began the meeting.  

The following institutions had representatives in attendance: Barry University, Flagler College, Florida A & M University, Florida Atlantic University, Florida Gulf Coast University, Florida Institute of Technology, Florida International University, Florida Memorial University, Jacksonville University, Miami-Dade College, Nova Southeastern University, Palm Beach Atlantic University, Rollins College, St. Leo University, St. Petersburg College, University of Central Florida, University of Florida, University of North Florida, University of South Florida St. Petersburg, University of West Florida, and Warner Southern.  Affiliated Member Institutions present: Central Florida Community College.

Approval of the Agenda: Motion made; seconded. Motion carried. 

Acceptance of March 2005 Minutes: Motion made by Gloria Pelaez; seconded by Debbie Blenis. Motion carried 

Treasurer’s Report:  Theresa Vernetson noted that the account balance from March 27, 2006, was $31,774.26.  Expenditures incurred totaled $20,067.85 and income totaled $22,548.95.  The current balance was $34,255.36 as of September 19, 2006.  Outstanding 
2006-2007 membership dues totaled $6100.00. 

Scott asked for approval of the Treasurer’s Report:  Adrianna McEachern made the motion to accept; seconded by representative from Florida Memorial.  Motion carried. 
President’s Report—President Hewit pointed out the progress made from the last conference to the present one.  He stated that “we were solid on a number of fronts” which included:

1) “Technology, as evidenced by our website and progress with our electronic newsletter.

2) Collaborations were obvious with FATE, FETC, the Ocala conference with the DOE and other organizations around the state, such as with FACSD, the Florida School Boards Association, Florida superintendents, and legislators. 

3) ICUF representation was growing and becoming a mainstream of our organization.  Organizational members would continue to meet with ICUF before the FACTE meeting.  ICUF was planning a granstmanship workshop for the spring meeting. We had more ICUF memberships than SUS.  We welcome the community colleges (CC) and are happy to have them back with us.  

4) Research: Gloria was spearheading the focus, including the need to provide data and generate more data.  (Jon Rogers suggested that we aim to communicate what is working at all SUS and ICUF institutions.  Scott noted that we should use the FACTE website for this purpose.

5) Commissioner relationships:  Very evident when the Commissioner asks to speak to us rather than be invited to come.  

6) DOE:  Our ongoing presence with the revision of Rule 6A, continuous program and site review involvement, as well as participation with folio reviews (was noted.)  We make up the teams that look at and visit institutions—we are our own monitoring voice.  Work that began in 2001-2002 had been accomplished because of the strong relationship we have with the DOE.  

7) Recruiting: We all need to make public what we are doing; and to bring students, whenever we can.”
Bottom line, Scott attested that “This organization is strong and influential!”
Executive Director’s Report: Bob’s Report:

He outlined a few of the activities occurring: 

1. “We continue to build excellent collaborations around the state.  We have lots of partners; one example is with Commissioner Winn. 

2. The FETC conference is January 24, 2007.  For the third year, we have planned a pre-session conference.  I encourage you to bring faculty and associate deans.  The FETC reception is for you.  There is a special time for exhibits, which are incredible.

3. We are in the beginning stages of planning a joint meeting with the state’s superintendents’ association.  They requested to meet jointly with us.  This was extremely powerful as indicated by them wanting to meet with us.  We’ll share more as the program unfolds.  This will be a very valuable and worthwhile professional development day for you. 

4. Last year, FACTE sponsored a reception at AACTE.  This gave us an opportunity to connect with many Florida friends and faculty.  Last year was our first reception at AACTE, in San Diego; and we had over 70 people. We are exploring the possibility again this year; however, we may have financial barriers.  We are working with sponsors, such as Allyn and Bacon, to help defray some of the costs.

5. Summer conferences are being planned with the DOE.  Eliah will report on this later.

6. One piece that is very exciting dovetails with our initiatives.  We have begun to develop an electronic newsletter, called FACTE Alert.  Trish Parrish has agreed to work on this as editor.  We have some logos for it; they are not ours yet, but we’d like you to come up and take a look at them.  They are on the front table.  The beauty of the newsletter is for both internal and external communication, reports, and brief summaries, with a click to more information.  The first edition is expected in mid-November.”
Scott then discussed the AACTE’s summer Leadership Institute July 8-10, 2006, attended by many of the Executive Board members. The leadership meeting was with other state leaders and officers.  “Not very many of AACTE’s state affiliates had organizations with an Executive Director.  We are very fortunate.  The Newcomers Workshop was amazing, as we sat in a room with other state representatives.  MACTE (Minnesota) utilizes something called the MACTE Minute, where members speak to legislators and leave them with things in writing.  Tennessee has an incredible website.”

“We were up close and personal with AACTE’s leadership-- Sharon Robinson and her entire staff.  She made positive comments about states.  Ms. Robinson kicked off with a strong presentation and opening remarks by noting that ‘State work is where the action is.’”  Scott noted that “she encouraged the use of data-tell stories about our accomplishments, sharing successes, and to obtain supportive research. He noted that many encouraged “us” to talk to legislators.  “We heard lots of good ideas.”  Scott reminded us “that when visiting the DC area, we should let Jane West know and she’ll get us in to see policy makers.” 

Jennifer Platt then described the Advisory Council of State Representatives meeting.  AACTE divided the 30 state organizations into regions.  
“We then broke-out into groups with guiding questions based on speakers and then came together in the larger group for discussion. Two key items emerged, which were (1) a P-16 data systems with a national center for educational accountability; and (2), a set of guiding principles established in Resolution #54 passed by the AACTE Board of Directors.  These principles embraced a commitment toward professional preparation and accountability that was evident through evidentiary-based accreditation processes.  Information would be in the October issue of Briefs.   AACTE members would vote on the principles in New York City during the Annual Conference.  The principles can also be viewed at www.aacte.org.”
Scott concluded by commenting that “the Leadership Conference was great; it was small; and we listened.” 

Scott reminded all about the ‘Day on the Hill’ in June and that AACTE “does have a prep session   Our team will be there again.  We need to take to heart what Jane is saying—bring third party endorsement people with you!!”

Finally, Scott provided all with the AACTE conference dates: February 24-27, 2007, in New York City.  He encouraged all in FACTE to join AACTE.

Scott asked the two Standing Committee Chairs to provide a summary of their activities. Gloria Pelaez, Chair of Policy and Research noted that they were “putting out fires with curriculum; working on RESOL (ESOL and reading endorsement) within school districts; looking at Rule 6A changes and their impact; fingerprinting issues between the DOE and FDLE; and overall Clinical Educator training (or lack thereof), and the online training the University of West Florida and NOVA have using virtual settings.  The Committee was entertaining a position paper on what to do with retention in hard to staff schools.  She noted that the “biggest challenge was putting out the word.”  She noted that the committee recognized that “friends of FACTE were listening, as exemplified by Commissioner Winn’s wanting to be here.” Further discussions included FACTS.org , a Teacher Education Day in Tallahassee, and involving doctoral students in research that informs practice with the needs of state. She noted two individuals from Miami Dade College attending Florida State University were doing research on the FEAPs

Eliah Wadlington, Chair of the Standing Committee on Professional Development, noted that the committee was very busy.  They were working with the DOE for a joint meting in Ocala, August 3-4.  The committee was continuing to look for collaborative opportunities as a way to improve.  Discussions this morning focused on the joint FACTE/FETC conference; USF’s Back-pack program; and the newsletter coming up, with Trish Parrish from St. Leo serving as editor.   Eliah noted that the newsletter would “help us have a different level of voice, on the website which will become another tool for sharing, especially our advocacy.”

OLD BUSINESS—none

NEW BUSINESS—Florida College, applied for membership.  Their total enrollment is 525 students.  There is a department chair and four other faculty; and currently 12 students in upper division.  The Elementary Education/ESOL program was approved by the state in 2005. The College is concurrently undergoing SACS re-accreditation.   Scott reminded all of the conditions for FACTE membership which included having programs state approved, being SACS accredited,  and the need for a two-thirds vote of approval. 

Motion made by Tom Pace; seconded by Willis Walter 

Vote: Florida College was accepted for membership. 

Bob continued to note that Executive Committee discussed, voted, and made the following decisions: 

1) “The fall conference would not be held at the Orlando Safari Hotel in conjunction with FATE.  Beginning with the fall 2007 meeting, we would resume holding meetings at a member institution.  In the fall, the meeting should be held at either an   SUS/CC institution on their campus. The Board felt strongly that while the collaboration with FATE was a priority, that priority did not replace the ‘sense of community.’  We felt that the ‘sense of community’ was significant and that the showcasing at host institutions was strong and important.
2) The spring conference was to be held at an ICUF institution.  The registration fees for the conferences remained the same for 12 years.  Currently, the institutional representative pays $50 and others attending from the same institution pay a $25 registration fee. Due to increased costs of meetings, travel, etc., registration fees will increase to $100 for the institutional representative and $50 for each member from the same institution attending.  The fee increase would take effect for the spring, 2007, meeting. 

Members were encouraged to register for the spring conference, even without payment.  Requests were made for members to fax/mail registration forms so we would know how many were attending.  Beginning with the spring meeting, registration costs were to increase based on the by-laws.  The increase did not need to be brought to the institutional membership body.  David Cook and Debra Blenis offered to host the spring meeting March 29-30, 2007, on the Florida Institute of Technology campus in Melbourne.

3) The FACTE directory needs to be updated, as it is important to provide us with any changes with contact people so that our lists are current.  There were many individuals who were new; many did not know about our ICUF meeting Wednesday night.”
Bob concluded the meeting by reminding all to look forward toward the electronic newsletter.   He requested that we “please walk by to look at the logos the Executive Board approved.” 

Meeting adjourned 11:39 by Gloria Pelaez.
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