November 19, 2008 - Legislative Update from Gloria Pelaez

From: Pelaez, Gloria Maria [mailto:gmpelaez@miami.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2008 10:24 AM
To: platt@ucf.edu; Dr. Robert Shockley; faselt@warner.edu; Catheryn Weitman; David Cook; Debbie Blenis; Dr.JaneG; Ed Blackwell; Pelaez, Gloria Maria; Idriss Abdoulaye; Jan Yates; Marilyn Stepnoski; Melise Bunker; Michele Gregoire; Mildred Berry; Scott Hewit; Timothy Ladd; Trish Parrish
Cc: Post-Klauber, Shawn A.; Prilleltensky, Isaac; Fernandez, Rudy
Subject: Legislative Update

House reorganizes education oversight
 The new set-up, approved today, establishes an Appropriations Council for Education and Economic Development with four standing committees, and an Education Policy Council with three standing committees. The organizing legislation details the breakdown on pages 21 and 22.

Still no word on who will run the councils and committees, but rumor has it that Rep. Anitere Flores of Miami -- already tabbed to serve as deputy majority leader -- is a likely candidate to run the appropriations council. The names Marti Coley and John Legg frequently pop us as possible leaders, too. We'll let you know as we hear more details.

Sen. Jeff Atwater, who represents most of coastal Broward and Palm Beach counties, is Florida's 83rd Senate president, a role that for the next two years makes him one of the three most influential figures at the capitol.

 

Sen. Alex Villalobos of Miami will chair the Senate Rules Committee in Atwater's administration.

New chairman of the Rules and Calendar Committee, Sen. Villalobos will decide which bills get heard and when and how many committees they have to travel through.Villalobos, as rules chairman, has vast power to influence the progress of legislation. 

 

Sen. Al Lawson from Tallahassee is Senate Democratic Leader. 

 

Sen. Nan Rich, of Weston, says she's locked up enough votes to become the next minority leader in 2010, a status she hopes to secure in the next month or two.
 

Greenacres' Sen. Dave Aronberg has more Senate seniority than any other South Florida Democrat — yet he's also the chamber's youngest member, at age 37.He's also a potential statewide candidate for governor, along with Miami's Dan Gelber. 

 

The Senate chose Sen. Mike Fasano, R-New Port Richey, as president pro tempore.

 

 Rep. Ray Sansom of Destin is Speaker of the House. Representatives also elected Rep. Larry Cretul, R-Ocala, as speaker pro tempore, second in command to Sansom. 

 

Good morning,

Please note recent updates to re-organizations for House and Senate in Florida. 

Plan to make pertinent appointments as we move closer to FACTE’s Day on the Hill March 10th!

Gloria
House reorganizes education oversight
 The new set-up, approved today, establishes an Appropriations Council for Education and Economic Development with four standing committees, and an Education Policy Council with three standing committees. The organizing legislation details the breakdown on pages 21 and 22.

Still no word on who will run the councils and committees, but rumor has it that Rep. Anitere Flores of Miami -- already tabbed to serve as deputy majority leader -- is a likely candidate to run the appropriations council. The names Marti Coley and John Legg frequently pop us as possible leaders, too. We'll let you know as we hear more details.

Rep. Marcelo Llorente, Miami, is likely to inherit the role of budget chief from Sansom,

 

Rep. Franklin Sands, Weston,  becomes South Florida's most powerful Democratic legislator when he officially becomes House Democratic leader.

Rep. Luis Garcia, D-Miami Beach, was elected vice chair over Republican Rep. Anitere Flores of Miami. The surprising 13-7 vote, triggered by a lack of GOP lawmakers at the meeting, puts Garcia in line to seek the chairmanship down the road.

Rep. Juan Zapata , Miami, will remain chairman of the Dade Delegation. He was re-elected for a consecutive term.

Full Appropriations Council on Education & Economic Development - Skip Martin, Council Director

• PreK-12 Appropriations Committee - Allyce Heflin, Staff Director

• State Universities & Private Colleges Appropriations Committee – Alicia Trexler, Staff Director

• State & Community Colleges & Workforce Appropriations Committee – Mark Eggers, Staff Director
Education Policy Council – Lynn Cobb, Council Director

• PreK-12 Policy Committee – Marleen Ahearn, Staff Director

• State Universities & Private Colleges Policy Committee – Betty Tilton, Staff Director

• State & Community Colleges & Workforce Policy Committee – Tina White, Staff
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